19 June 2011

Here’s how to put photographs on your posts on the Landracing.com Forum.  This isn’t the only way – but I works well, especially for large (file size) and multiple photos.  This is nearly two pages long, so I’d suggest you might want to print it and have it handy for reference while you’re learning.

First – go to www.photobucket.com and open an account,.  It’s free (as long as you don’t post thousands of photos like I do).  Once you’ve got the account running you should put photos up there.  On the base screen for your account you’ll see a button labeled “Upload Photos” or such, and then you choose from where to get them (your computer, most likely), and then from what folder (your photo folder or the desktop).  Once you’re done that you’ll be allowed to select the pictures you want.  If you want to load multiple shots – click on the first one and then, holding down the “command” or “control” button on your keyboard, click on more of them.  I don’t know if there’s a limit – but I’ve loaded 15 photos at a time.

Once you’ve chosen the pictures you want to upload you need to click “upload now” (or whatever it’s called).  The upload will start and you’ll even get a screen showing progress of the upload.  It’ll take a few seconds – maybe even a few minutes – but sooner or later you’ll get a sign saying your photos are all uploaded, and you may then either choose “upload some more” or “save and return to my album”.  For this first time just save and go to the album.  You’ll have a chance to separate the photos into topics – like “SpeedWeek ‘08” and “Maxton June ’10” and whatever you want to title the grouping.  Do that – or get around to it later.  No big deal for now.

Okay – now that you’ve got some photos on photobucket – place your cursor over any one of the photos.  You’ll see a little drop-down window appear, showing three different choices of what to do with the photo.  Keep that in mind for now, and let’s go to the Forum for a minute.

Since you want to put photos in the Forum post – open a post, whether a new topic or an existing one by clicking “post reply”.  You can type a few words or a few paragraphs or nothing, but let’s suggest that you first of all type something like the caption of the first photo that you’ll post there.  Then – I like to space down a line or two, so there’s a bit of room between the words and the top of the photo, so hit the return key once or twice.  Now – go back to photobucket and your album.  (peaking of this move – I hope you know how to have multiple pages open at one time on your browser – so all you have to do to go from Forum to photobucket and back is one click).  Now – back on photobucket put your curson on the photo you want to post on the Forum, and then move the cursor down to the bottom of the three choices – “img code”.  The cursor is placed there and then you click once – and the “img code” itself will be copied into the cursor.  The go back to the Forum post blank.  Go up to the top of the screen, click “edit” and then click “paste”.  The “img code” you got at photobucket will now be posted on the Forum post.  All you’ll see right then is a line of code starting with “img blah blah blah [img]”.  Don’t worry – that’s what you should see.

Now you can either post another photo or type in some stuff or whatever you want.  There’s no limit to the number of photos you can put in a Forum post this way.

So – when you’re all done with the post you click “post”, at the bottom of the form, just like always.  The stuff you’ve just typed, including the “img” stuff from photobucket, will be posted.  Now the cool part:  When you or anyone go to look at the post you’ll see your typing and the photo itself.  That’s how the photobucket system works, and it saves lots of room on our computers as well as letting you post big and multiple photos.

Corngratulations – you’ve learned how to post photos.  You can, by the way, use the photobucket account to send photos to other people, too.  Back to the photobucket photos, where, when you put the cursor on the photo and you get that drop-down – the first choice is called “”Email and IM”.  Click to copy that one and then click to paste it into your email – and viola, the photo will show up in the email when it arrives at the recipient’s end.  It’s almost like magic. . .

Let me know if you still need help, hokey-dokey?

